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Should They Be Separated?

! Josh Plaut’s article “A Painful Separation” published in the November 5, 1993 

Science World, examined a couple’s decision to separate their conjoined twins.  When 

Amy and Angela Lakeberg were born sharing a heart and a liver, their parents had to 

decide if the twins should be separated.  If the couple let nature take its course, both 

girls would surely die.  The family’s doctor, Dr. Jonathan Muraskas, advised them to let 

nature take its course because the surgery to separate the two was too dangerous. 

Other people, like medical expert Arthur Caplan, believed leaving their fate to nature 

was the best route since the chances of either of the twins living together or apart was 

slim. He believed the money spent on trying to save just one of the twins should go to 

help many more others.  The Lakebergs didn’t want to let their girls die without a fight, 

so they decided to seek another opinion and found a team of doctors who agreed to 

perform the surgery.  Some medical experts agree with these doctors because they feel 

no one should have to live life conjoined.  The surgery to separate the twins would be 

better than no attempt at all to save at least one.  Plaut leaves it to the reader to decide 

who is right.
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